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Swaralankar @ Vidyalankar: A Celebration of Classical Melodies

“M

usic gives a
soul to the
universe,
wings to the
mind, flight
to the imagination and
life to everything.” Vidyalankar Polytechnic initiated an attempt in the
form of ‘SwaralankarSolo Light Music Competition’, to foster and value
music both as part of a
universal education, and
as an essential expression
of the human experience
and spirit.
With this intent, Vidyalankar Polytechnic hosted Swaralankar- Solo
Light Music Competition’. The event witnessed
a warm response on 11
February 2019 by proudly
hosting more than 100

singers from all over Maharashtra. To embellish
the musical experience in
a significant way, VP invited ace judges of the
music fraternity. The
Chief Guests Shri
AnandBhate and Shri
Kaushal Inamdar also enjoy a substantial stature
in the field of classical
music. The competition
included four genres of

music: Abhang, Bhajan,
Bhavgeet and Ghazal, either in Marathi or Hindi.
The selection of the genres was a tribute to the
rich musical heritage of
India. The competition
was planned in three
phases - the preliminary
session, mentoring session and final session.
As a conventional competition, the program was

not only based on elimination and selection process, but also mentored
the shortlisted candidates
and helped them to perform at their best. The
grooming session encouraged and motivated the
candidates to perform on
stage with fervour.
The competition was
graced by talented singers. They all were so

Factors that should be considered
while shortlisting Universities

S

electing the right university can be a daunting task. It
could stir a student’s mind
from looking at the university’s profile to making the
decision on accepting the admit.
To streamline that, it is important
to see if the university will cater
to the specific academic and nonacademic needs that a student
has.  Throughout this process, it is
important to not lose sight of
one’s final educational goals and
find the best mix of academic advantages with supporting non-academic curricular activities.

Factors to consider could
be:
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Accreditation and ranking
It is recommended, to check the
program ranking of a particular
program and see if the program is
accredited.
Alumni network
The strength of an Alumni network could land you your future
job. It acts as a future gateway to
the professional world from the
academic world.
Campus recruitments
Students’ academic success depends on the quality and quantity
of hands on experience through
projects, internships that they acquire during their studies. It is
important to see what company
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tie-ups does the university have
and how becoming a part of such
internships will enhance students’ profile.
Class average profile
Getting an outlook on average
class profile would help to understand if the course environment
will be fit for a particular student
and how it will enable the student
to receive an enriching classroom
experience.
Location/Weather
Universities on the West coast
tend to be liberal, and value community service, positive regard
more as compared to those on
East coast, where emphasis is on
following the guidelines and analytical approach towards problem
solving. Along with that on the
West coast there are more programs related to software and IT,
on the contrary, on the East coast,
there are programs related to finance and management.
Profile of professors and
faculty : It is a good step in the
application process, to know the
previous and current work of the
professors that you plan to take
your class with, to plan your
coursework in term of research
activities and projects better.
Cultural ‘fit’
‘Diversity’ is a key word in to-

day’s educational world. Any program if it has the perfect mix of
right people will foster necessary
life skills into a student.
Class size and student to faculty ratio: The ideal student to
faculty ratio is between 1:25-1:30.
In this manner, the student would
get required attention from the
faculty member and work well
with his academic advisor on his
or her career goals.
Financial aid: Most certainly,
as an international student
scholarship and financial aid opportunities take away the extra
burden of student loan and make
the path of studies abroad
smoother. Assistantships and oncampus jobs prove to be a help too.
Content of the program:
The content of the program
is equally important as by taking
different electives and concentrations, program could be customized as per the academic goal.
To conclude, the most important
factor while choosing a university
is how well a university’s mission
and vision aligns with the personal values that you own; the closer
the match, the better the decision
will prove to be.
—Shweta M Apte, Academic
Advisor, Vidyalankar Group of
Educational Institutes
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good and confident in
their performance that
selecting one among all
became a herculean task
for the judges. Finally,
Ruchi Fonseca became
the winner of the mega
event. She performed remarkably fabulously and
won the hearts of not
only the audiences but
also impressed the judges
with her mellifluous

voice. The winner was
awarded with ₹10000/along with 2 Days 1 Night
stay at Mahabaleshwar
sponsored by Anandvan
Bhuvan.
In today’s scenario,
many educational institutes are engrossed in
grade based learning,
promoting mechanical
education. This activity
organised and accomplished by VP is a remarkable step that fosters
opportunities for cultural
and aesthetic experiences
of participants through
active participation in
music, and helps to enhance their persona.
— Dr. Pooja Raj
Srivastava, Lecturer,
Vidyalankar Polytechnic

